Headlines Spring 2009

Newsletter Change for “The Greener Good”

The newsletter that we have all come to know artitipate is changing. This change is brought omhiay
increased concern of waste through its productiim HRAA will no longer be sending out hundreds of
mailed newsletters. However limited black and wméwsletters will be sent to those who requeshth€&he
newsletter will now be available in full colour tme official HRAA websiteywww.hraa.ca Also limited colour
copies of the newsletter will be kept in the HRABce.

HRAA announced as ASF Affiliate of the Year for 208 By Tom Benjamin
It was a great honour for the Hammond River Anglisgociation to
be named as the 2008 Affiliate of the Year in &nré@nnouncement
by ASF President Bill Taylor.

The ASF has 117 affiliate organizations throughitsubetwork of
seven regional councils in eastern Canada and destarn USA. The
HRAA is on one of the 26 affiliates of the NB SalmGouncil

HRAA President Barry Carr received the plaque leraward, as well
as $1,000 cheque to support our programs in art &arch 28. The

Extracted from the Telegraph-Journal Friday| VENUe was the joint NB Salmon Council — ASF fursirag dinner at
March 27th, 2009 Photo: Noel Chenier Fox Creek Golf Club in Dieppe. The dinner was orged in
conjunction with the Dieppe Fly Forum. The dinnerswsold out, with
several HRAA members and supporters on hand tcegdtthe event. A plaque denoting the award wililreg
in the HRAA Conservation Centre.

It was part of an active and successful weekentHRAA volunteers. A strong contingent of voluntescdd
Trout Draw tickets throughout the two days of thierd, raising close to $2,000. And, Dieppe Fly Club
president Jacques Heroux also made a presentditiooheque for $1,000 to HRAA Executive DirectomTo
Benjamin. The Dieppe club, also an NBSC affiliatenates the profits from its annual fly show toesthon-
profit organizations in the area.

New Biologist Joins HRAA

We're pleased to announce that Sean Doyle hasdaireestaff at HRAA as a
watershed biologist. Sean, a long-time residetting’'s County, has an MSc in
Biology from UNB and graduated from KennebecasieyaHigh School.

He has extensive experience with marine and fre@mneavironments, and is an
active fly-fisherman and tyer. (You'll find him #te vice during HRAA'’s Fish and
Jam most Wednesday evenings.)

Sean knows the Hammond well, from years of fishivgriver system. He also
worked extensively with UNB’s Dr. Matt Litvak onusgeon research on the lower
Hammond River. Extracted from the Telegraph

Sean, his fiancée Julie, and young son Owen arertdiy living on the Kingston Journal, 07 April 2009, writter]
Peninsula. by Andrew McGilligan.




The Hammond River Angling Association

prasents

Tl Al P o AU
FiIshing Derhy

For youth, families and adults.

Saturday, June6, 2008
Fisher Lake (Rockwood Park), Saint John
(Rain date Sunday June 7)

10:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m.

Possession limit is five fish per day, buc we encourage
catch-and-release angling.

Prizes for Lucky Anglors!
Mo fishing license is required during this event.

Fishing will be from shore only, no baats permitted. Bait
will be available for sale during the event.

All funds raised will be used to support the education
and ervirenmantal programs of the Hammond River
Angling Association,

Refreshmants will be on sale,



Message from the President, Barry Carr

We have another busy season
beginning for HRAA, with our many
program and projects beginning to take
shape. And, we need to continue our
vigilance on the river, working with local al
stakeholders to be sure the river is treated
with appropriate respect in every case.

With the opening of fishing season
this year, as with every year, the HRAA is
concerned with the well-being of our black
salmon (Kelt) population. Although strict
guidelines dictate that the season is closed
to salmon fishing, accidental hook-ups often tdieelives of these hungry and weakened individudiere are
many ways to improve the chance of survival in @ectally caught salmon and we would love to havbat
with any local angler who wants to better undemdtaroper catch and release techniques. If yousterfy an
area that could potentially hold salmon, usingnalei barbless hook will greatly improve the surVinzes for
accidentally-hooked salmon.

The HRAA has recently undergone some staff chaagdgeorganization that position us for another
successful year. Planning is well underway formany programs, and we’re pleased that many staff a
interested in coming back again to work with ourywsuccessful Kids r Cool for Conservation summer
program.

And, there will be some new opportunities as well.
We are also excited to begin the development @&va n
project with PALS Hampton. Through this projectidsnts
from PALS will construct an artistic structure ugwillow
trees guided by the voluntary contributions of lardist
Alison Murphy.

We have recently completed our watershed
management plan. It took a great deal of developnhen
we now have a comprehensive record of data ancecasic
for every reach of our valued watershed. We wid thgs
resource as a framework for future efforts in @storation
strategies to promote a more structured and pyidritven
plan of action. Staff are currently developing siaédmon
President Barry Carr receiving ASF Affiliate| management plan that will be used to guide oursfio
of the Year award for 2008 on behalf of the | fisheries activities. We are looking for input framany

volunteers. executive and staff of the HRAA| €XPerienced salmon researchers to guide the dewelup
’ of this crucial document.

And, this is a key time for some of our significimdraising projects. Please remember to buy your
tickets for the Annual Anglers Draw, with the drdate coming up on April 25. And, our Annual Dinfeer
taking shape, with something for everyone at the éind silent auctions. Looking forward to seeing gt the
dinner again this year!



Upcoming Events

Annual Fishing Derby planned for June 6

HRAA's popular fishing derby will be held againshyear on June 6 at Rockwood Park.

This youth-oriented event is set to coincide witB Nishing Days, when no license is required to Ksw
Brunswick waters. This year the event will mové-teher Lake, instead of Lily Lake, due to the camsion
underway near the Lily Lake Pavilion.

As usual, the event will include trout being statketo the lake, with prizes offered for participanThis is the
third year for the event, after its initial startiop Arnie Boer. Arnie will be back in time to addisis year’s
event chairman, Wayne Love.

The event is one of several HRAA activities genstpgponsored by Cooke Aquaculture! In the evémain,
the event will be moved to Sunday, June 7.

Annual Dinner

It's that time of year again, tickets for the™dnnual dinner are now available. The event isdcled for May
o™ 2009, at Saint Mark’s Church. This year the méllbe a roast beef buffet, with all the timmigThe
events will be starting &:30 PM this year, with First Cast and Smoked Salmon Remepfollowed by the
roast beef buffet at:30 PM. Tickets are $45.00 a plate and can be purchthsedgh the conservation office
(832-1230).

Coffeehouse April 25

On April 28" HRAA will be hosting the first coffeehouse of thgring! The trout draw for raffle will take
place during the festivities. Be sure to check ywaekly e-letter for further information on the fahouse.

Trout Draw- Annual Trout Raffle Tickets now available!

Our very popular Annual Anglers Draw tickets arevravailable, with a fresh assortment of prizessTygar's
selection, (thanks to the great organizing effoft3im Gillespie), include:

--A shark fishing trip for two off the coast of Na5cotia-- a thrilling fishing opportunity!

--A 12-foot Sylvan aluminum boast with a Yamah#oard, just what you need to hit the lakes thrsngp
--A pair of Saga scooters....beat gas prices vatioters that get 110 miles per gallon.

--Shopping spree valued at $6,000 from Goldsmitiuist

--Salmon fishing at its best on the Restigouch#) kmowledgeable guides on this world-class river.

--A deluxe moose hunting trip for one person to fewdland.

--Or, $4,000 in cash.

Prizes offer something for everyone. Draw is tdbll at a coffeehouse April 25, get your ticketdye®rop
in to the Conservation Centre for your tickets. BRile of a color poster outlining the raffle igached. (It's
also on our website, located under "downloads").

Latest Accomplishments

Kids-R-Cool 4 Conservation

We are pleased to announce that our Kids R Canpaaill be up and running again for th& &traight
year and we are ready to accept registrations! stinemer of 2008 proved to be a great success wvitabof
1357 camper days over the course of ten weekgegia congratulation to the 2008 winner of Warren
Duncan Bursary Callum Young. Callum showed true leadershighmeénvironmental field while maintaining
a fun and energetic attitude toward his job andrenmental education. The award was presenteiea2@08
Annual General Meeting.

It is our belief that educational programs areaexely valuable to the river system because, nigtane
the youth that they reach the future anglers oHtammond, but they are future land owners, lanc:libpers
and recreational users of the river. Our programe made possible again this year by funding fronNae



Brunswick Wildlife Trust Fund (WTF) and a generalsation from PCS (Potash Corporation of
Saskatchewan). This program would not be possiliteowt contributions from these groups.

Watershed Management Plan

The new watershed management plan is completedAA#Raff have completed an impressive 200+ page pla
outlining the entire watershed separated into 22reaches. The document will act as a 5 year tipaed plan
for the scientific research and restoration oftfa@nmond River watershed. The plan can be seariliodlour

at the association. The plan also highlights tetohy of the association, and the history of fighon the
Hammond River.

Extracted from section Il A. of the Watershed Mamagnt Plan.

Salmon angling on the Hammond River had becomgmapular by the mid 1970’s and the global
environmental movement had begun. These two facteeted a spark within a group of forward minded
anglers to take an interest in the future of thenH@nd River and its resources. In the fall of 19/i& small
group of early conservationists, having decided ithaas the time to act, drew up a tentative ctutsdbn and
by-laws, called a public meeting and elected offiGnd directors of the Hammond River Angling Asatan.
The 55 individuals that attended th&trieeting recognized the need for an associatispéak with a united
voice on all matters affecting the river.

Among its early successes were
the contributions the HRAA made to
prevent a sewage treatment plant being
constructed on the lower part of the
river. Another huge success included
having the river scheduled as “fly
fishing only” by the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans. The HRAA
increased visibility and activity
throughout the 1970s. Some of this
work included erecting pool signage, at
which time a large “salmon angling
etiquette” sign was prominently
positioned at Crowley’s Pool. HRAA
began running summer programs with

staff in the 1980’s, developing programs

such as Fish Friends in cooperation with
ASF. A significant milestone in the
organization’s history was the

Angler casting across the Smithtown pool, durirggttme when Atlantic
salmon were of great abundance in the sysimato Unknown

construction of the Conservation Centre in 1997denaossible by the massive efforts of dedicatedntekers
and significant corporate donations. One majorpament was the donation of the land that the ngidi
occupies, by J.D Irving Limited.

From its very inception, the Association has baetive in promoting sound conservation practices
including anti-pollution measures, habitat restorgtand school education aimed at promoting aggdlifiigure)
and other recreational opportunities on the Hamma®oday, the HRAA is a well known watershed group,
renowned for its habitat restoration work, reseaectvironmental monitoring projects and its compredive
education and public outreach programs. The HRAAd®veloped partnerships with all levels of governin
stakeholders throughout the watershed, local laméosy multiple funding bodies, schools from Gramy B
Sussex, environmental consulting groups, developars other watershed groups.



Hammond Kelts Receive Cutting-Edge Technology

The Hammond River Angling Association was pleaseassist DFO researcher Gilles Lacroix in
tagging black salmon (Kelts) earlier this monthll&sihas recently been testing pop-up satellitbigat tags
for use on adult salmon. These tags use moderndbayy to measure water temperature and depthedssy
latitude and longitude every 30 minutes. After fowsnths days of data collection, the tags autoralific
detach, surface, and upload their data via sa&eNibt surprisingly, this information doesn’t cocteeap, at
$4200 USD per tag plus data acquisition, procesambjinterpretation the HRAA was happy to assishéen
collection of sample fish. DFO currently has 4 tageperation on the Hammond, and we hope to see mo
the future. Gilles also collected tissue and ssataples for genetic and stable isotope analysis.

The research project by DFO is part of a signifigaroject aimed at tracking Kelt migrations of émn
Bay of Fundy salmon. The Hammond is consideredrdidg, versus Inner bay, and our fish are beingl ase
a control group for the experiment. The intenthaf project is to identify the marine habitat usgdhe IBoF
fish, which are currently listed under the fed&pkcies at Risk Act (SARA). Currently, adult rewita IBoF
rivers stands at less than one per cent, so ittisat to understand their migration patterns.

Tagging Process of a Kelt from the Hammond Riveteay. These tags will provide valuable informatipn
into the behaviour and habitat of our outward ntiggasalmon population®hoto S. Doyle




Modern tracker placed on a large Kelt leaving tlerirhond River systerRhoto S. Doyle

This is the first use of the pop-up tags on salmitre technology was developed and used succeassfull
on larger species like blue fin tuna. Recent chamgéechnology have enabled the designers tolgnesatuce
the tab size, so that it can be used on salmon, é&reh with salmon, testing on aquaculture fishdremvn that
the tags are carried more successfully on largér fn the Hammond portion of the project, all fisé tagged
were in excess of 60 cm, with the largest fiskeradle measuring 75 cm

Final Note

Hammond River Angling Association, formed, main&ad,
and successful by volunteers! As the associationesianto its busiest
time of the year, the continued support of deditat@unteers is
greatly needed. Much of the events and activiteested by the
association rely heavily on the assistance of velers. Items
requiring assistance vary greatly from assistinigpwianual grounds
maintenance, to helping staff perform a varietg@éntific surveys
with salmon and their habitat. If you are lookfing some great
volunteer experience to boost a résumé or justl io some time
helping the association and the environment, feel fo drop by or
Clipping extracted from Telegraph Journal, 1977. Phone us and we will be more than willing to magol up with a
The early formation of the highly successful HRpASUItable activity! And as always watch your weeglietters for
upcoming events!

Special Thanks to our many sponsors!
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