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Meet Your new Conservation Center Manager
Dear HRAA Members and conservation friends,
We would like to introduce Raja Wetuschat, as our new HRAA Centre
Manager.
Raja is humbled and excited to take on this leadership position to assist in
growing and continuing the initiatives this organization and its members
are passionate about. Conservation, education and community involvement
will continue to be her major focus. She is in the process of reviewing the
latest membership survey to further acquaint herself with areas we can
continue to improve and evolve to meet and exceed the centre's mandates.

Familiar faces- a few words from president Jim
HI members, it's like old times I am again your president, temporarily until
annual meeting replacing president Scott who resigned due to work
commitments. I am really impressed with the quality of the board members
and their intuition. I am looking forward to the next few months to events
such as the Xmas pot luck and our annual dinner, which will be held at a
new location to us. It is large enough to hold the event without crowding,
and we will have a good sound system. We are hoping to get the people
who catered the dinner when it was at the catholic church basement to do
it again.

Raja is an avid nature lover and marine biology geek, with 7 years of
experience in marine and freshwater conservation, research, and education.
In her spare time, she enjoys every facet of nature including hiking,
camping and general adventuring. This also makes her dogs happy, all four
of them!
Remember we are open every weekday
to the public if we are not out in the
field, so just stop by and have a coffee.
If you can’t make it in don’t hesitate to
reach out – she would love to talk!

Holiday Potluck December 1st from 3-5 PM Food and so
much more, read all about it below!
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 1st, as the HRAA will
once again be hosting our annual community potluck to celebrate
the holiday season. On December 1st, from 3 pm to 5 pm, we look
forward to sharing fun, food, and time with friends old and new
from our community.
The annual HRAA holiday potluck is an excellent opportunity to
start the holiday season off with a celebration of community. The
staff and Board at the HRAA work hard throughout the year to
ensure we work towards achieving the conservation and education
outcomes that our community wants to see in the Hammond
River Watershed. We really look forward to hosting this event to
connect with our community members for whom we do this work.
So, what can you expect at the annual holiday potluck this year?
Well, we really want to see a great turnout this year's favourite, so
we are putting together a community-friendly event that has a
little something for everyone.
We will be providing cooked turkey and ham, rolls, coffee, hot
chocolate and hot apple cider (there will also be a cash bar). We
are asking for those who can, to bring your neighbor's side dish or
dessert to share with your neighbors and friends. We will have
activities for kids of all ages, including; face painting, crafts and
games. And, this year the entrepreneurial grade 8 class from Ecole
Samuel-de-Champlain will set up a gift shop for you to get your
holiday shopping started. Finally, we will have draws for some
exciting door prizes. No price for admission and an opportunity to
win some prizes! What else could you ask for?
Let’s come together and celebrate the holiday season as it truly
should be, with food, community, fun and laughter. We look
forward to seeing you at the Hammond River Conservation Center
on Sunday, December 1st, from 3 pm – 5 pm.
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A Little Taste of HRAA History
Written by, Natasha Mazerolle

As a newcomer to the HRAA, I am fascinated by the history of how this
association came to be. Whenever I am among people who are connected
with those days, I listen with great attention to this living history that
connects me, a non-fisher who found the HRAA really by chance, to a
great legacy that began as “a group of forward-minded anglers taking an
interest in the future of the Hammond River and its resources.”
Of great interest to me was a document by Len Ketchum entitled, “As I
See It.” In this handwritten account of the events that lead to the
establishment of an official association, it is clear to me that this was not
a group of people looking to do something big - they were simply living
life. The HRAA was a natural result of people connected to the river, who
spent much of their lives fishing its waters.
We have come a long way since the early days, and we owe so much to
those who came before us and made it possible for the HRAA to protect,
restore and enhance our salmon population while positively impacting our
communities. Below is a timeline of the events detailed in Mr. Ketchum’s
notes, which we hope will be of interest to members past, present and
future.

March 27, 1975 – Five people gathered in Tiny Ketchum’s basement bar
to further discuss how to improve the overall situation on the Hammond.
“As I recall the early part of the evening was spent in general conversation
of fishing, and as the evening progressed the libations appeared to take
over …
nevertheless seeds had been sown which would later bear fruit.”
•
Fishing continued. More people on the river meant that more people
began to talk about how to protect and improve it.
•
A letter written by John Brock was sent to the Fisheries Department
and circulated to many on the river, who in turn wrote letters in an
effort to improve the situation.
May 9, 1975 – Meeting of Hammond River fishermen at Quispamsis
Recreation Center attended by 12 people, with representatives from the
Fisheries Department advising on how to direct efforts (chaired by Larry
Oram and Len Ketchum). John Brock asked to write a letter to the
Federal Fisheries Department expressing the views and proposals of the
group.

1940s-50s - “Their motives and needs were somewhat different than
ours … even though their methods differed somewhat from ours, they
apparently did have a code of ethics that assured the propagation of the
species.”

January 11, 1977 – Meeting at Quispamsis Elementary School with 39
people in attendance (chaired by Curt Olive) to provide recommendations
for the scheduling of salmon rivers, as requested by the Chief Fishery
Biologist of New Brunswick. A motion was made by John Brock and
seconded by Bill Marr for the Hammond River to be a scheduled river
from July 15 to October 15.

At this time, people did not believe salmon would take a fly, not many
attempts made at fly fishing. Carl Ashe was the first to prove that salmon
would take if the conditions were right, he took a few fish by fly fishing
each year. Les Partridge of Hampton was another early fly fisher on the
Hammond.

August 1977 – While on a fishing trip to Nelson’s Hollow on the
Miramichi, Gary Hicks, Lou Duffley and Len Ketchum once again discuss
“Association”. Lou replies, “we have talked a lot about it so let’s do
something about it.” Soon after returning to the Hammond, the men
gathered at Gary’s house to select a slate of officers.

1972 - More people were fishing on the river. “It was about this time …
that a unified effort was started to protect and improve the quality of
fishing on the Hammond.”

November 1977 – First general meeting held and a slate of officers
elected for the newly formed Hammond River Angling Association.

Natasha Mazerolle, Board Member
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2019 Electrofishing Activities

Over three weekends in September, the HRAA completed electrofishing on 14 sites within the watershed.
Personnel completed the activities using the association’s Halltech electrofishing unit to temporarily stun fish
within each watercourse and collect them with dip nets.
All fish were identified and counted by species and all salmonid species (brook trout and Atlantic salmon) had
their weight and length measured. The crew also collected basic water quality parameters and photos at
each of the sites.
The results and report will be compiled soon and will be available on our website and in our next newsletter.
We were happy to have the assistance of Bethany Reinhart and Bailey Brogan from ACAPSJ and volunteer
help from HRAA board/executive members Adam Chateauvert, Bruce Moore, and Roy Marchand (and his
partner Sherry Lawless). Our new Conservation Center Manager Raja even came out to help prior to starting
in her new position with the association.
Bruce Moore,
Board member

Update on the Proposed Upham East Gypsum Mine
The HRAA has been actively engaged in the environmental
review process for the proposed gypsum mine in Upham. The
Department of Environment and Local Government (DELG)
recently released a decision on the review process and granted
Hammond River Holdings conditional approval for the project,
subject to 29 conditions (see the Certificate of Determination).
Condition 12 suggests that the project will move forward in
phases (construction phase 1 and 2, operation, and
decommissioning) with approvals (e.g., approval to construct,
approval to operate) acquired and management plans (e.g., water
management plan) approved for each phase. The HRAA’s
preference would have been to see the plan for the entire project
prior to approval such that the full scope of operations, potential
impacts, and proposed mitigation could be assessed.
HRAA members and members of the Upham community have
suggested that HRAA conduct a third-party monitoring program,
in addition to any compliance program required by the DELG,
should the proposed gypsum mine be approved. This summer, we
developed and began (in August) a program to monitor water
quality (total suspended solids and turbidity) at two sites
upstream and one site downstream of the proposed project on a
monthly basis and after significant rain events (>30 mm over a
24 hour period). In addition, we conducted fish and fish habitat
surveys downstream of the proposed project in September (fish
and fish habitat surveys will occur annually). The objective of the

monitoring program is to detect and quantify substantial adverse effects to
water quality, fish habitat, and/or fish and serve as a “trigger” for remedial
actions associated with the Project. The program is funded by JDI and we
plan to continue monitoring for at least five years.
The HRAA continues to have concerns about the destruction of fish habitat
and wetlands on the Project site. However, we believe that any fish habitat
and wetland compensation associated with the Project should occur in the
Hammond River Watershed. To that end, the HRAA is working with JDI to
identify potential fish habitat compensation locations within the Hammond
River Watershed with the intention of offsetting losses associated with the
Project.
Adam Chateauvert
Past President
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Meet a summer camp
Counsellor-in-training

Sophie Loiselle is a grade 8 student at Ecole Samuel-deChamplain. This summer, she volunteered her time to the
Hammond River Nature camp as a CIT. Sophie volunteered at
camp for 4 weeks, donating over 150 hours of her time to help
out at nature camp. We asked Sophie to share with us about her
experiences volunteering in her community.
When I was younger, I went to the Hammond River Nature camp
every summer and I loved everything about it; being outside and
on the river, meeting new friends, playing games, fishing, and
making crafts. And I learnt so much about nature and the
environment too! I always looked up to my camp counsellors and
CITs. This summer I was really excited when I was accepted as a
CIT and I wanted to do a really good job so I thought about what
my favourite camp counsellors did for me and tried to be that for
the kids I was working with.
Sunscreen and water are two of the most important parts of an
active outdoor camp so I was always making sure that the kids
had water, sunscreen and took a break in the shade. I also
wanted to make sure that everyone was having fun. I played
games with the kids, made crafts and sometimes just sat a
chatted with a kid if they needed a moment for some one-onone attention.
On my breaks I would tidy up inside and mop the floors. I really
enjoyed meeting all the kids this summer. They are all so unique
and special and I learnt a lot about how to interact with different
personalities. I really hope to see lots of campers and CITs at the
HRAA potluck in December.
Sophie Loiselle ,
Friend of the Hammond

We would love to hear from our members, send in an article, pictures, announcement etc.
and we will make sure to get it in the quarterly edition of the HRAA Newsletter. Email
info@hraa.com or call the centre anytime. Membership matters
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