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NATURE CAMP / EVE

HammondRiveNatureCamp
Summer2021

HammondRiver Nature Campis lookinglike it will

be a hugesuccesshis year!With 9 weeksof camp,
we will have over 250 campersthroughout the

summerManyweeksare soldout andwe evenhave
a wait list. Isabellahasdone an amazingob as our
CampDirectorin 2020 andwe are so excitedto see
what new and excitingthings are in store for this

coming summer! This year marks the 20t

Anniversaryof the Nature Campand we will be
celebrating!!

To register,visit our website hraaca under Nature
Camp!

Weekl (June28-July2) z MunchkinWeek

Week2 (July5-9) z FishingWeekl

Week3 (July12-16) z Adventuresn the Wild Weekl
Week4 (July 19-23) z Wild Water Weekl

Weekb (July 26-30) z FishingWeek2

Week6 (Aug9-13) z Adventuresn the Wild Week2
Week7 (Aug 16-20) z Dirt to DinnerWeekl

Week8 (Aug23-27) z Wild Water Week2

Week9 (Aug 30-Sept3) z Dirt to DinnerWeek2

1LY NATURE CAMP &4

Events
Spring Cleaup Day

On SundayMay 30" from 10am z 3pm, we will

be havinga cleanup day!All arewelcomeo help!
We will havepizzadrinksand snackfor everyone
at lunchtime,and will be doing river cleanup,

landscapingshedrepair paintingand more Bring

the whole family out for this event! There is

somethingor everyoneo do!

Events

HRAA FamilyFishingDerby (June 5" & 6%, 2021)
Saturday9amz 9pmandSundaybamz 12pm

HammondRiverAnglingAssociatiorwill be hostinga
Family Fishing Derby this spring! It will be held
during FishNB Days(June5t & 6M). It is a fun way
to enjoyfishingandour province'shaturalbeauty On
these days, residents and non-residents can fish
without a licenseor guide

Beginnersare welcomeBring your fishing pole and

bait (nightcrawlerandwormsworkwell) andenjoya

fun day (or two) of fishing Awardswill be presented
for the most speciesaughtaswellasbiggestfish in

eachagecategoryat noonof the secondday

Children (010)
Youth (11-20)
Adult (21-59)

Senior (60+)

Childrenmust be accompaniedy an adult at all
times

Admissionis $20 for your whole family and pre-
registrationis required Thesefunds will go towards
our KidsFishingCluh

Eachday from 11-12, we will be offering free pizza,
chipsanddrinksto all registeredparticipants!

5 k ® the best part!! Everyfamily who enters will
automaticallyhave 1 ballot enteredinto a draw to
win a 1-day fishingtrip with Marlon Prince Marlon
offersbasstrout, muskiepickerelandpiketrips!

To learnmore about Marlonand his trips, checkout
hiswebsiteat https:/stjohnnysoxwixsitecom/guide

To register for the derby, go to our website
wwwhraacaundereventsandclickon FishingDerby

Weg " waitto seeyouthere!



http://www.hraa.ca/

Hammond River Angling Association

Spring 2021 Newsletter
OPERATIONS/NE

OPERATIONS

DinnerCommitteeReport

The 26" Annual Dinner & Auction
unfortunately had to be cancelledagain this
year due to COVID19. We have every hope
that we will be backup and running for next
year

Rentals

We are openfor rentalsat the HammondRiver
Conversation Center! We have a COVID
OperationalPlan in place and are filling up
quicklyfor summer2021! CallMelissaat 645-

1698 to book your rental today! Members
receive20% off all rentals!!

Office

The offices are currently closedto the publig
howeveran appointmentcanbe madeby calling
or emailing!

You canreachus by phoneat 832-1230 or by
emailat office@hraza

Maintenance

The ConservatiorCenterhas undergonesome
changesluring2020. We havenewcountertops
in the kitchen, surveillancecamerasset up

throughout the property, a washer/dryerunit

installedfor campandnewportabledividersfor

the upstairsroom We are planninga spring
clean up day and hope to get the building
painted!

NEWS

Congratulations

A big congratsgoesout to our very own,
Paul Daigle on his nomination and
appointmentonto the Wildlife Trust Fund
Board of Directors Paulwill makea great
addition to their team as Chief Financial
Officer

AGMCancelled

The AGM for 2020 that was plannedfor

February2021, hadto be cancelled With

COVID19 still very much a concern,we
| t 1 wamt o take any unnecessaryisks

In this newsletterwe havedonea summary
of 2020, much of what we would have
discussedit the meeting All of our board
members have agreed to keep their

positions for another year Thank you,
BoardMembersfor allyoudo!If youwould
like a copy of the 2020 Financial
Statement,pleasecontact Melissaat 832-

1230 or office@hra&a

Presidentz Jim Gillespie
15t Vice Presidert, Bruce Moore
2"dVice Presiderz, Roy Marchand
Secretary, Chris Taylor
Treasurer, Natasha Mazerolle
Past Presidere, AdamChateauvert
Board Members
BobBardsley
Cindy Matthews
Jack Cole
John Blenis
LouisDuffley
Rick McKillop
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2020 PROJECTS

Cyanobacteriand CyanotoxirMonitoring Program-
We partneredwith ACAP Saint John, Kennebecasis
Watershed Restoration Committee, Belleisle
Watershed  Coalition, = CanaaAWashademoak
Watershed Association, Jemseg Grand Lake
Watershed Association, Nashwaak Watershed
Association,MeduxnekeagVvalley Nature Preserve,
The St. John River Society,and the Conservation
Councilof New BrunswickWe deployedwo SPATT
collectors within the watershed, as well as
temperature and light data loggers, and have
collectedbenthiccyanobacterianats (rock slime)for
analysis This project will help advance our
understandingof cyanobacteriaits toxins, and the
riskit posesfor humansandwildlife

EcoLogic(Sponsoredy The Wildlife Trust Fund) z
Covid19 madeus changeour deliverystrategy for
these programs Previouslywe have gone into the
classroomsand deliveredthese lessonsin person
This year,we had to transition our lessonsto an
onlineformat. Our EceLogicclasseghis yearinclude
the Lifecycleof the Atlantic Salmonan Introduction
to Fly Tying and Winter Birds of New Brunswick
Theseclasseshave also been offered to those who
have decidedto do homeschoolingsubsequently
increasingour engagementand outreach We have
deliveredover 45 lessonsbetweenApril 2020 and
March 2021. We also participatedin NB Science
week,which had over 50 classesparticipatein our
Winter Birdsclass!

u
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Introduction to Fly Tying

3) Milfoil - We partnered with the NB Invasive
Species Council, Kennebecasis Watershed
Restoration Committee, and the Belleisle
WatershedCoalition,to find and researchthe
InvasiveEurasianWater Milfoil. Wk t kakaked
lengths of the Hammond River, Kennebecasis
River and the Belleislewatershed,doing grid
searches to find locations of milfoil
Unfortunately, , » ® } tLake thas become
completely saturated with milfoil Researchis
underwayto determinethe best path forward In
partnershipwith the New BrunswicklInvasive
Species Council, HRAA staff installed Clean,
Drain, Dry signagein the watershedto notify
residentson the importanceof cleaningboats,
waders and gear to avoid spreadinginvasive
aquaticplants

4. DataStreamz We have uploaded20 years of

historical water quality data onto the Atlantic
Water @k 2 1 £D@thStream- an online open
platform that has standardizedwater quality
datasetsand allowsfor easeof comparisorand
sharing of historical data We now have the
ability to easilycomparedatasetsfrom 1998-
2020!

5. Ducks Unlimited Classesz We successfully

completedl1l DucksUnlimitedClasseghis past

fall. Grade 5 students were bussedin from

different schools all throughout Quispamsis,
Rothesay and Hampton to learn about the

importance of  wetlands, ducks, and

macroinvertebrates!




Hammond River Angling Association
‘ Spring 2021 Newsletter

2020 PROJECJd 8 YEAR IN REVIE

6)
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CulvertAssessmenfSponsoredy the Wildlife Trust
Fund) - Throughoutthe 2020 seasonHRAA staff
surveyedover 25 culvertsin the watershed This
surveyincludeddocumentingsize shapetype,overall
conditionof the culverts,and which culvertsdid not
allow fish passageBasedon this assessmentstaff
havebeenableto prioritizethe top 10 culvertsthat
need remediation,and proposalsto addressthese
issuesarecurrentlyunderway

RiverkeeperéSponsoredy The Environmentalrust
Fund)- HRAAwasableto engagel? classesaswell

as 10 homeschoolclasses,in the Riverkeepers

program, reaching over 200 kids in total. The

Riverkeeperprogramusesthe Water Rangerstest

kits to samplewater for pH, conductivity,air and

water temperature alkalinity,chlorine,and hardness
The Riverkeepergrogramprovidedkidswith a better

understanding of water science, biodiversity
conservationand most importantly,how to connect
with nature Nature Campkidsalsogot to participate
in the Riverkeeperprogram taking multiple samples
throughout the summer from the river, and

comparingresultsto samplestaken from the pond

The HRAA Dbelieves the best way to promote
ecologicabwarenesss through proactiveeducation
Environmentaleducationprogramsare essentialto

protect and conservethe environment,as they

educatestudentson threats to our ecosystemsand

foster a senseof responsibilityn our youth,

8) ConservingFuture Atlantic Salmon Population
through Monitoringand Education(Sponsored
by Atlantic SalmonConservatiorFoundation)-
In the fall of 2020, HRAASstaff electrafisheda
total of 22 locationswithin the watershed4 of
these locations were in partnership with the
Houlton Bandof Maliseetindianslive genebank
program) In total, 700 individual fish were
documentedas well as a total of 14 different
typesof species47 adiposdinn clipsof Atlantic
Salmon were also taken during this time to
support the live gene bank program In
November, 17 volunteers and HRAA staff
completeda ReddCount Survey approximately
125km of the river and its tributaries were
surveyedand49 reddswerecounted

9) Restorationz In partnershipwith Kennebecasis
Watershed Restoration Committee, we have
successfullplantedover 400 willowsalongan
300m stretch near the HammondvaleBridge
This areahad becomeerodedand was allowing
significantnutrient overloadingn the river The
HRAA pledges ongoing monitoring of our
restorationefforts, and we will checkin on this
stretch of river in Hammondvalein order to
assessthe level of riparian health success
Special thank you to the Estey family for
volunteeringo plantwillowswith us!
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10) FishFriendsz LastMarchwesetup 10 tanksand
delivered salmon eggs for classesto raise
Normally,these schoolswould have cometo the
ConservatiorCenter for SplashDay and release
their salmon fry; however, due to Covid19
restrictionstheseschoolfield trips werecancelled
Instead, teachers were invited to bring their
salmonfry to the ConservatiorCenterwhileSarah
and Joshusedan underwatercamerato film the
release,and these movies were given to the
teachergo sharewith their classegrom home!

11) River CleanUp - We successfullycompleteda
summerriver cleanup event! With a group of
awesomevolunteers,we were able to cleanup
garbagefrom SilverHill, Tabor Bridge,Damascus
Bridge, the Deep Hole, and the HRAA Boat
Launch In total, we removed27 bagsof garbage
from the riverbanks!Thank you to all of the
volunteerswho participated If you are interested
in volunteeringat anyof our eventsyou canlet us
know by going to our website (hraaca) under
y* £ Sapdclickingony VE£ 1} 3. 2 k k ®]

12) HammondRiverNature Camp(Sponsoredn
part by The Wildlife Trust Fund) - Nature
Camp2020 happenedight after we emerged
out of lockdownwhile we were living in an
uncertainworld and trying to adaptto a new
normal As we openedthe doors,we withessed
how children wanted to claim back their
childhood be silly, joyful, unrestricted curious,
and daring The 2020 Nature Campprogram
was able to deliver our initial goals while

putting a strongfocuson supportingg * « k ®

emotional wellbeing In total, we had 258
campersa 6% increasefrom 2019. Activities
included fishing, swimming, paddleboarding,
critter dipping, building a caterpillar city,
learningabout the wonderfulworld of frogs,
survival skills, wild water fun, water quality
samplingwith the Water Rangerits, fishing
line recycling, fly tying, cooking fun, and
workingin the vegetablegarden
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2021 PROJECTS

1) HammondRiverNature Camp(Sponsoredn part
by The Wildlife Trust Fund)- Thisyearwill be our
20" anniversaryandwe are committedto enhance
andexpandvhathasbeendonein pastyears The
HRNC 2021 projectwill developan exciting,fun
and interactive  new  program  that
follows 5 M! ! tcommitment to improve
New) ®3 |  sustagnphliesocialeconomicand
environmental development The program will
includenew activitiesthat will follow the majority
of the 17 Goalsfrom the United @" 2 t 2030 &
Agenda for SustainableDevelopment,and the
implementationof this programwill definitely be
worth celebratindor our 20t anniversary!

2) RiverkeeperqSponsoredby the Wildlife Trust
Fund) - We will be expanding upon our
Riverkeeper2020 program,to not only include
youthto participatein water quality samplingbut
to allowadultsand newcomergo join! Adultsand
newcomerswvill be giventhe opportunity to sign
out the Water Rangerkit from HRAAandsample
an areaof the Hammond Riverkeeperg021 will
also beginto exploreprecipitationmonitoring by
purchasing and installing 15 rain gauges
throughoutthe watershed

3) Lake Assessment (Sponsored by The
Environmental Trust Fund) - Staff will be
assessingthe Biological,Chemical Physicaland
Recreationalhealth and viability of 7 different
lakesthroughout the watershedThis will include
identifying any aquatic invasive species, fish
community, water quality, shoreline habitat
assessments, microcycstin analysis
(cyanobacteria), and landowner engagement
opportunities

4) Cutting Hedge Technology Using Shrubs to
Sequester Carbon and Restore Palmer Brook
(Sponsoredby World Wildlife Fund) - In early
June staff will be plantingover1000 shrubsin the
riparianzonealongPalmerBrook This projectwill
alsoincludetaking core soil samplesto determine
carbonsequestrationGiventhat most shrubshave
multiplestems,unliketrees,they canwithstandice
shears evenif part of the shrubgetscut off, it can
easilyregenerate Shrubsalso have the ability to
produce flowers, fruits, and nuts, subsequently
increasingwildlife capacity Their manyleavesand
stems make them efficient at photosynthesis,
pulling carbonout of the air, and their roots hook
up with the undergroundbiome as contributing
patterns, engagingin carbonsequesteringn the
soil Shrubsalso grow faster and reach maturity
and maximumcarbonstorageat a faster rate than
trees We gratefully acknowledge¢he support of
WWEF Canada

5) MaintainingWater Quality Data while Adapting
to Climate Change (Sponsored by The

Environmentalrust Fund)- While maintainingour

12 water quality indexsites,we will be expanding
to assessthe magnitude of the hydrological
alteration, associated with climate change, by

investigating several tributary confluence
pointsin the mainstemriver,and assessediment
load transport Additional water quality samples
will be taken monthly at the confluencepoints of

the 12 index sites, as well as 6 additional
tributariesin the Caledoniddighlandsegionof the

watershed
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Thank you to our many
Sponsors
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