Hammond River Angling Association
Newsletter
ANNUAL CONSERVATION DINNER

On May 11th we had our 24th conservation
dinner and to say it was a success is an
understatement. Members and friends of the
Hammond River showed their support and we
can’t thank you all enough.
This year’s dinner sold out almost a month in
advance and we have already started organizing
next years 25th anniversary event.
We
appreciated all the feedback we received from
those who attended and will be working towards
incorporating some of your great ideas to make
next year’s dinner a true 25th anniversary
celebration. We are looking for a larger venue
or a reconfiguration of space to ensure everyone
is comfortable with plenty of room to move
around and socialize, a better sound system and
the meal piping hot and hearty, so you all go
home fully stuffed.

This year’s live auction, silent auction and table
prizes were top of the line thanks to our
amazing sponsors and those who provided
donations. We are working hard to deliver the
same level of prizes for the 25th anniversary and
many more surprises for those who attend. Our
amazing volunteer photographer, Peter Cyngot,
took many beautiful pictures throughout the
night. We will be posting a link for everyone on
our Facebook page, feel free to go in and tag
yourself or a friend.
Our wrap up is simple, without all of you, there
would be no us. The funds raised from our
annual dinner allow us to work within the
community, execute research and ultimately
protect the rivers and habitats that New
Brunswick is world famous for. We couldn’t do
this without you. Keep your eye out over the
next year for dinner updates, we can’t wait to
celebrate our 25th and spoil you at the same
time.
Chris Taylor
Vice President
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MEET-A-MEMBER of the BOARD

Hi there!

My name is Natasha, and I am so honored to
be serving as the current Treasurer of the
Hammond River Angling Association.
I found the HRAA back in January, when I felt
the desire to be more involved in the
community and began asking if anyone had
any connections with organizations looking for
volunteers. I was so delighted when the
HRAA was proposed to me, because I grew up
near the Hammond River, and often wondered
as I drove along the old highway to Hampton
what that beautiful property on the river was.
I have spent many happy hours enjoying this
waterway, and am very excited to be part of an
organization that works to preserve it for
many generations to come.
I am a homeschooling mother of eight living
on the beautiful Kingston Peninsula. I have a
background in Business Administration, and
spent seven years working in both the public
and private sectors before making the leap
into homeschooling. Family life keeps me very
busy, but I also try to make time to spend in
the great outdoors every day to clear my head
and connect with nature. I also enjoy music,
writing, and spending time with friends.

I have truly enjoyed connecting with the
HRAA. There is so much history here, and I
feel honored to play a part the work you do
for conservation in an area that is so dear to
my heart. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity and welcoming me into the fold.
Natasha Mazerolle
Treasurer
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Nature Camp
We have successfully hosted 4 weeks of our Nature
Camp! Thank you to Jack Cole for coming in each
Fishing week to teach the kids about fly tying. Thank
you to Roy Marchand for coordinating a visit from
Conservation Officers for both Fishing weeks and RealLife Superheroes Week – the Campers enjoyed the
chance to better understand fishing regulations, and
the bonus of engaging the siren in the truck. Thank
you to Mike Donovan for coming in to share his fishing
stories with our Campers. Thank you to the KV and SJ
Police forces, KV Fire Department, DNR Peace Officers,
and DFO Fishery Officers for visiting our Campers for
Real-Life Superheroes Week!

Conservation Centre
We have been busy improving the Centre grounds and
our inventory of sports equipment and craft supplies
to support various activities each week. A new
highlight this season is an obstacle course / ninja
slackline! This space was previously overgrown and
unused until our neighbor and member, Dave, cleared
it for us with his tractor. Thank you to members,
Randy and Paul, for recruiting Fundy Fencing and for
engineering the installation of the poles required.

Rain or shine, our Campers have been enjoying time on
kayaks and paddleboards, swimming, fishing, and
playing around our Conservation Centre.

Upcoming Projects
Upcoming projects include a survey of redds and
juvenile Atlantic salmon, measurements for water
chemistry, and sampling invertebrates.

We hired 8 Camp Counsellors to help deliver a safe and
fun Camp season. Kristin (who was our co-op student
March to May 2019) and Lindsay share the Recreation
Program Leader role. Ben and Nathan are our certified
Lifeguards and accompany the Campers every time
they are using the kayaks, paddleboards, or swimming
in the River. Rachel, Lauren, Jayme, and Emma are our
Day Camp Counsellors. We will be hosting ~20
Counsellors in Training this summer including 2
exchange students from France.
Camp filled up quickly again this year, so be sure to
sign your Campers up early next year!

Education projects delivered this fall include
lessons about streams and rivers highlighting the
relationship between wildlife health and water
quality. Each class will visit a stream to conduct a
real water quality and habitat analysis, under the
guidance of HRAA staff.
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Fly Ladies Night

April, 2019
Our Fly Ladies event in April was a success! We hosted
over a dozen ladies at our Centre for a social evening
complete with drinks and refreshments where each
took home jewellery they made inspired by the craft of
fly tying. Thank you to our volunteers Jack Cole, and
Chris Taylor! The ladies expressed interest in more
ladies’ events such as learning fly casting, and kayaking
events.

Flood Clean Up

May, 2019
Volunteers braved the rain in May to help us clean up
our Conservation Centre, riverbank, and grounds after
the highwater receded and in the spirit of Earth Day
celebrations. Volunteers were treated to a BBQ lunch
and coffee.

NB Paddlers Fishing Derby
June, 2019

The HRAA was pleased to host the second stop on the
NB Paddlers Fishing Series. Seventeen determined
paddlers showed up on a calm and sunny day to vie for
top place and first pick of the great prizes up for grabs.
Yellow perch was predominant catch of the tournament
but a total of eight species were caught on the day.
John Cail repeated his win from last year with four
species, including the target fish of the tournament –
chain pickerel. The top three was rounded out by Rene
Pelletier and Corey Connor. All the participants went
home with some quality prizes. They also went home
with stomachs thanks to the barbeque put on by the
Conservation Officers Association. The guys cooked
up a variety of goodies and we cannot thank them
enough for joining us again this year. The HRAA was
happy to wrap up the event with a door prize of a
wooden rod holder and fly box generously donated by a
former member. Travis Melanson was the lucky
participant to have his name drawn. We are already
looking forward to next years event. For more
information on the NB Paddlers Series and their
sponsors check out their Facebook page. While there,
check out Natural Light Photography’s page for some
amazing shots of the tournament.
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Upcoming Events!

Summer Community Paddle Party
Sunday, September 8th

Save the date for the HRAA End of Summer
Party on Sunday, September 8th! The Centre is
booked for a celebration of the summer. All are
welcome! We will be BBQing, roasting
marshmallows, and encouraging all of you to
arrive by River and join us for a fun day at our
beautiful Conservation Centre.
For more information call 506-832-1230 or
follow the event on our Facebook Page!
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