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FLY TYING

My name is Jack Cole and I do some
volunteering for the HRAA. I am currently
helping out with the Fly Tying Club that meets
on Wednesday nights at the Conservation
Center.
Ray Bergman, was born in New York in 1891
and died there in 1967. His book Trout became
a classic in his lifetime and was first printed in
1938. Ray Bergman was considered one of the
all time guru's of trout fishing and trout flies
since the early 1900's and in most circles is still
considered so to this day.
His book contains 10 plates or paintings of his
trout flies. Each plate contains 48 wet trout flies
and fly tiers from around the world find it a
challenge to reproduce all ten plates. I am one
of those fly tiers. I have nearly completed all ten
plates and I have tied a few extra, one of which I
have donated to the HRAA for the auction at
their upcoming Annual Fund Raising Dinner to
be held on May 9th.
If you attend the dinner (and I hope you will)
and you are lucky enough to have the winning
bid, you will be the owner of a framed, handtied reproduction of one of Ray Bergman’s
plates. This is something that is absolutely
unique and will be the envy of all your fly fishing
friends. I hope you will make plans to attend.
-Jack

Fly Tying is held at the HRAA from
September until the end of March each year.
All are welcome to come on out and give it a
try!! 6-9pm
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MEET-A-MEMBER of the BOARD

Since the inception of the HRAA, Jim
Gillespie has been a key member and a
driving force for the community, the
center and the preservation of our New
Brunswick rivers. In 2019 when the
existing President Scott Reed needed to
step down from the position, Jim was
asked to take on the interim role until a
new President was found. Once again,
without fail, Jim answered the call and has
been leading the Board of Directors to a
successful end for 2019.
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OPERATIONS

Maintenance Committee Report
Our Maintenance Committee is comprised of
Bob Bardsley, John Blenis, Jack Cole, Paul Daigle,
Rick McKillop, Andy Miller and Randy Phillips.
Thank you to all for demonstrating your
commitment to HRAA by stepping up in this
volunteer capacity!
I‘d be remiss not to extend a sincere thank you
to Al Guay for all the years he served us as
Maintenance Committee chair… many of the
items completed over the past few years were
done under his guidance and direction:, including
a new well, new metal roof, two new sump
pumps installed, new metal front door and panic
hardware installed, four new doors installed in
basement and windows scraped, repaired and
painted where necessary. All of this completed
work has left our new committee in a very good
position!
We are hoping to organize a workday for the
spring at which time most of the remaining
outstanding work can be taken care of.
On a final note, Bob Bardsley has generously
agreed to coordinate a complete re-staining of
the exterior of the Centre… all he requires is a
handful of volunteers for labour and for us to
provide stain and supplies.
Submitted by Paul Daigle
Maintenance Committee Chair

Rentals
We offer rentals for any type of event:
Weddings, Baby Showers, Bridal Showers,
Anniversary Parties, Christmas Parties,
Birthday Parties, etc… Call Melissa at 6451698 to book your rental today! Members
receive 20% off your booking .

Membership Committee Report
Our membership currently stands at 303
members:
Regular:
Life:
Family:
Senior:
Junior:

137 (45.2%)
56 (18.5%)
56 (18.5%)
53 (17.5%)
1 (00.3%)

The Board and Executive are committed to
reaching out to the membership in 2020 to
find out how we can better serve them. As in
previous years, we will be encouraging
members to support our 25th Annual
Conservation Dinner & Auction to be held
this year on Saturday, May 9th. Mark your
calendars now so as not to miss this great
event. We are also hoping to organize a
member appreciation event later this year
and will also have our traditional Christmas
Potluck in December. Feel free to forward
any member concerns, comments and/or
suggestions to office@hraa.ca or to me at
pjdaigle@gmail.com.
Submitted by Paul Daigle, Membership
Committee Chair

Office
“ A huge thank you to Melissa Crilley, our
Facilities Rentals Manager, for helping us
execute our AGM this year! Melissa, a
longtime friend of the HRAA, will be holding
down the fort in the office this winter. Please
take note of our winter office hours, Tuesday
and Thursday, 10 am - 1:30 pm. Welcome
Melissa!”
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Conservation Center Painting

Hammond River Nature Camp
Summer 2020

Spring 2020

We are starting to plan the painting of the
Conservation Center beginning late spring or
early summer. Cleaning and staining the wooden
siding will be the final phase as the deck and
trim were done last summer.
Want to help out? A beautiful new coat of paint
on the Conservation Center will be your lasting
reward.
Work will be done over two days. Day 1 will be a
scrub job using water vinegar and a mild
detergent. Day 2 will be rolling and brushing the
stain.
There is a call out now for volunteers. No
experience necessary. Just call the centre or
myself if you want to make a difference.
Regards Bob Bardsley
506-650-4167

Nature Camp has officially opened for
registrations. Campers will be able to attend
week long camps at the Conservation Center
starting June 22nd. All camp sessions will focus
on our core activities (fishing, swimming,
kayaking, fly-tying, paddle boarding & field
games). Each session will include different
games, activities and programs based on a
weekly theme to keep camp new and exciting for
returning campers.
2020 Camps
June 22nd – 26th – Fishing Week 1
June 29th – July 3rd – Sports Week
July 6th – 10th – Survival Week 1
July 13th – 17th – Master Chef of the Hammond
July 20th – 24th – Wild Water Week
July 27th – 31st – Fishing Week 2
August 4th – 7th – Munchkin Camp
August 10th – 14th – Survival Week 2
August 17th – 21st – Favorites Week
Visit our website at www.hraa.ca to sign up or for
more info!
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PROJECTS

2019 PROJECTS
WTF HRNC (Hammond River Nature Camp)

ETF Eco-Logic

Last year we were sold out for most of the 9
weeks and hosted over 250 campers. It was a
great summer with amazing feedback and lots of
kids were instilled with a sense of conservation.

We teach an educational program to 35
classes which raises environmental awareness
and creates a love for nature.

WTF Riverkeepers
Middle School Classes are assigned a section of
stream to study and care for. This is a great hands
on science program.
ASCF Electrofishing and Redd Counts

Upham Gypsum Mine
We have been collecting water samples from
the site before and after construction began
and will continue to do so.

Thank you to our Many
Sponsors

Determining fish densities through electrofishing
and Redd Counts.
WTF Invasive Eurasian Water Milfoil

To raise awareness and monitor Eurasian Water
Milfoil (EWM) in the Hammond and
Kennebecasis Rivers. Nicknamed the “Zombie
plant”, EWM reproduced via fragmentation,
meaning small pieces of the plant break off. They
can quickly grow and become established as new
plants. Currents, tides and boat traffic easily
spread EWM fragments throughout a watershed,
and once established are known to form dense
mats that alter fish habitat, native macrophyte
diversity and the surrounding ecosystem. There
currently exists no proven or effective removal or
management strategies once the plant has been
established; however, prevention of further spread
can be obtained via public awareness, education
and proper stewardship.
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